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About The Author:

Evan Fales has spent his teaching career at the University of lowa. Interested
especially in metaphysics, epistemology, and philosophy of science and of
history, he has worked, for roughly twenty-five years, on issues in the
philosophy of religion, among them the problem of evil, the causal efficacy of
divine volitions, the evidential implications of mystical experience, and the
metaphysical foundations of morality. His interest in the Bible emerged from
a series of happenstances during the course of his graduate education at

Temple University.
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Book Excerpt

[. A Requiem for Miracles

What, then, can be said about the matter of how to approach the
miraculous? After all, miracles are the fish bones that stick most
pertinaciously in the skeptic’s craw—not only because the religious conjure
salvation by invoking them but because they are flatly unbelievable and the
skeptic has a suitcasefull of miracle stories that even the religious will agree
are fraudulent. Although the issue does not lie at the heart of my project in
this book, its position as a watershed problem is insured by the fact that it
has both metaphysical and epistemological implications.

If miracles have occurred, then that surely implies something
significant about the way the world is causally ordered and about what (or
who) so orders it. Again, if there are or might be miracles, we must face
questions about how they are to be identified: whether it is the proper
business of science and historiography to do so, or whether other means
must do it. And if the biblical miracle stories are false, then that may tell us
something about the prospects, not only for Christian soteriology but also
for assessment of the historical reliability of Scripture.
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The Global Center for Religious Research (GCRR) is a non-religiously affiliated academic
society and publishing house that brings together the world’s leading scholars in the arts,
humanities, and social sciences for the academic study of religion. As a scholastic society,
“religion” is the object of our investigation, not the promotion or abolition of religious faith.
As an international organization, our membership consists of people from all over the world
who seek the intellectual freedom to question and explore every aspect of religion itself,
including its origins and manifestations. As a social-scientific society, our students and scholars
are devoted to the scientific, philosophical, and historical study of humanity’s various religious
belief systems. We engage in an interdisciplinary and cross-cultural study of what people
believe, how those beliefs have evolved over time, and why they continue to affect global
systems today.

GCRR is adamantly not profit-driven or agenda-driven. We are education-driven. Both our
motivation and passion are focused on knowledge. As such, GCRR is neither religious nor
confessional in its pursuit of that knowledge, and we do not promote or endorse any specific
religion, political body, or (anti-)religious agenda.

GCRR’s main goal is the promotion of academic studies on religion, as well as the formation
and preservation of professional standards in religious research, the distribution of affordable
educational programs, and the support of religious researchers around the globe.

GCRR has two main values: 1) a scholarly focus on promoting the academic researchers who
sacrifice so much of themselves in order to deliver knowledge about the human condition; and
2) making that knowledge easily accessible and affordable for people all over the world. In
other words, GCRR wants to create a platform that benefits the researchers and their lifelong
students.
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