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Drawing significantly on the work of Emile Durkheim and Claude Lévi-Strauss, this 
book proposes a way to navigate between two pitfalls that undermine comprehension of 
alien cultures and their sacred literature. First, it offers a vigorous defense of the principle 
of charity when interpreting religious texts. But this, then, must confront the oddity, 
even deep implausibility, of many religious claims. The "way out" of this dilemma takes 
seriously Durkheim's seminal hypothesis that religious belief systems reflect native efforts 
to understand the social realities of their society. It brings to bear Lévi-Strauss's claim that 
the structure of religious narratives reflects attempts to bring intellectual order to those 
realities in a way we can decipher through the use of certain analytic techniques.

Publication Date: Page Count: ISBN:
January 31, 2021 512 1736273906

Genre: Available At: Publisher: 
Religion, Biblical Commentary Amazon, Google Books GCRR Press

123-456-7890

email@gmail.com

@evanfales

@evanfales



Book Excerpt

 What, then, can be said about the matter of how to approach the 
miraculous? After all, miracles are the fish bones that stick most 
pertinaciously in the skeptic’s craw—not only because the religious conjure 
salvation by invoking them but because they are flatly unbelievable and the 
skeptic has a suitcasefull of miracle stories that even the religious will agree 
are fraudulent. Although the issue does not lie at the heart of my project in 
this book, its position as a watershed problem is insured by the fact that it 
has both metaphysical and epistemological implications.

 If miracles have occurred, then that surely implies something
significant about the way the world is causally ordered and about what (or 
who) so orders it. Again, if there are or might be miracles, we must face 
questions about how they are to be identified: whether it is the proper 
business of science and historiography to do so, or whether other means 
must do it. And if the biblical miracle stories are false, then that may tell us 
something about the prospects, not only for Christian soteriology but also 
for assessment of the historical reliability of Scripture.

I. A Requiem for Miracles



The Global Center for Religious Research (GCRR) is a non-religiously affiliated academic 
society and publishing house that brings together the world’s leading scholars in the arts, 
humanities, and social sciences for the academic study of religion. As a scholastic society, 
“religion” is the object of our investigation, not the promotion or abolition of religious faith. 
As an international organization, our membership consists of people from all over the world 
who seek the intellectual freedom to question and explore every aspect of religion itself, 
including its origins and manifestations. As a social-scientific society, our students and scholars 
are devoted to the scientific, philosophical, and historical study of humanity’s various religious 
belief systems. We engage in an interdisciplinary and cross-cultural study of what people 
believe, how those beliefs have evolved over time, and why they continue to affect global 
systems today.

 
GCRR is adamantly not profit-driven or agenda-driven. We are education-driven. Both our 
motivation and passion are focused on knowledge. As such, GCRR is neither religious nor 
confessional in its pursuit of that knowledge, and we do not promote or endorse any specific 
religion, political body, or (anti-)religious agenda.

 
GCRR’s main goal is the promotion of academic studies on religion, as well as the formation 
and preservation of professional standards in religious research, the distribution of affordable 
educational programs, and the support of religious researchers around the globe.

 
GCRR has two main values: 1) a scholarly focus on promoting the academic researchers who 
sacrifice so much of themselves in order to deliver knowledge about the human condition; and 
2) making that knowledge easily accessible and affordable for people all over the world. In 
other words, GCRR wants to create a platform that benefits the researchers and their lifelong 
students.
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